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H ispanic Americanswill beakey element in the economic and socia development of the United Statesin
thecoming decades. There hasbeen a44 % increasein thetotal Hispanic population between 1990 and
2000.1 Coincidi ng with that growth, there hasbeen anincreasein the number of Hispanicsattending college.
However, the percentage of Hispanicswho attended college hasonly increased dightly ascompared to
non-Hispanic Whitesand African Americans. Most Hispanic studentsface geographic and cultura barriers
and al'so have bel ow averageincomes—all factorswhichinhibit their opportunitiesfor higher education.
Giventheprojectionsfor growth shown in the chart below, thefuture of our nationwill depend heavily on
assuring that Hispani cshaveimproved accessto high quality postsecondary education.2
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TheHispanic Association of Collegesand Universities(HACU) is anonprofit national association
representing Hispanic-Serving Ingtitutions (HSIs), collegesand universitiesin the United Statesand Puerto
Rico where Hispanic students constitute at |east 25 % of thetotal student enrollment. HACU aso has
Associate Members, collegesand universitiesin the United Stateswhere Hispani ¢ students constitute at

least 10 % of thetotal student enrollment or enroll at least 1,000 Hispanic students. HACU servesmorethan
260 of thesemember institutionswhich arecommitted to Hispanic successin higher education. The
association isheadquartered in San Antonio, Texas, and hasan officein Washington, D.C.



The Increasing Hispanic Presence

TheHispanic populationinthe United States
grew at afaster ratethan the general population
inthe past decade and will experiencesimilar
growthwell into the next century. Between
1990 and 2000 the Hispanic populationinthe
United Statesgrew 44 % whilethetotal
populationincreased only 10 % (see Figure
1).1 Consequently, the Hispanic popul ation has
reached almost 32.5 million or 11 % of the
genera population, upfrom22.4 millionor 9%
of thepopulationin 1990. Additionally, the
populationin Puerto Ricoincreased 9.6 % from
3.5millionin 1990 upto 3.9 millionin 19983,

Themedian age of Hispanicsis26.6 yearsold,
compared to amedian age of 35.8 yearsold for
thetotal population. The focuson educating
Hispanic Americansiseven more urgent
becausein 2005, the Hispanic populationinthe
United Statesis predicted to surpassthat of the
African Americansto becomethelargest
minority group inthe country, totaling 13 % of
thegenera population.1

The CensusBureau's1999 middle series
projections suggest Hispanicscould riseto 15%
of thetotal populationin 2015; to 17 % by
2020; and to 24 % by 2050 meaning one of
every four Americanswill beof Hispanicorigin
by then (seeFigure 2)-1.2

Inthe United States, almost 86 percent of all
Hispanicslivein ninestatesand Puerto Rico.>
In 1999, the Censusestimated that 10.7 million
Hispanicswouldlivein Cdifornia, 5.9 millionin
Texas, 3.9 millioninPuerto Rico, 2.8 millionin
New York and 2.3 millioninFlorida. Three
stateswill be hometo morethan 1 million but
fewer than 1.5million Hispanics: [llinois(1.3
million), Arizona(1.07 million) and New Jersey
(1.04 million). Sizable Hispanic populationsare
alsolocated in New Mexico (736,000) and
Colorado (594,000), asillustrated (figure 3).4
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High School Completion Rates

High school completion ratesand college
participation ratesamong Hispanicshave
increased only dightly inthelast 25 years. This
ischallenging theeducationd system’s
effectivenessinteaching Hispanics. Thehigh
school completion ratefor Hispanicswaslower
in 1998 (62.8%) than in 1986 (63.5%) after
reaching apeak of 63.7 percent in 1984.
During thissame period, completion rates of
non-Hispanic Whiteshave steadily increased
until reaching apeak of 91.5%in 1996.
African American’srateshaveremained steady
from 81.8 percent in 1986 to 81.4 percentin
1998 (see Figure 4).6

Asawhole, school-age L atinos battle ahost of
educationa obstacles. Accordingtothe
National Center for Educational Statistics
(NCES), in 1992 ten percent of thenation’s
eighth graderswere Hispanic. Morethan one-
third of those children reported two or more“at
risk” characterigtics: sngle-parent family, low
levelsof parentdl education, limited English
proficiency, low family income, sibling dropot,
and spending more than three hoursaday at
homeaone.”

Despite these obstacl es, Hispanic studentshave

demonstrated asignificant capacity to succeed.
For example, dmost one-third of al Hispanic
college studentswhose parents never finished
high school pursue postsecondary degrees. Of
al racial/ethnic groupswho comefromthis
background, Hispanicshavethehighest
percentage graduation rate by amost atwo-to-
onemargin.’
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Figure4

High School Completion Rates of 18-t0-24 Year-Olds
by Race/Ethnicity, 1980-1998
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Enroliment Rates For Hispanic
College Students

Between 1990 and 1997, therapidincreasein
the Hispanic population resulted inasizeable
increasein the number of Hispanic students
enrollingin collegeswithinthe continental
United States. Thisincreasewaslarger than that
of any other minority group. During thisperiod,
Hispanic enrollment increased by 333,100
students (38%), compared to a197,800
increasefor African-Americans(15%) anda
214,500increasefor Asians (34%) (seeFigure
5).8 Theseincreases are expected to continue
well intothe 21% Century.

However, college enrollment ratesfor 18-to-24
year-old Hispanicshaveincreased only dightly
from 16 percent in 1980 to 22 percent in 1997.
African-Americans collegeenrollment rates
also haveincreased during thistime period from
19%t0 30 %. Thelargestincreasein
enrollment ratesisfor non-Hispanic Whites
who have gonefrom 25 %in 1980 to an
astounding 41 % in 1998. The gap between the
Hispanicsand non-Hispanic Whiteshas
widened from 9to 19 percentage points(see
Figure6).”

Therewould beadmaost half amillion additional
Hispanic studentsenrolledin collegeif they
wereattending at the samerate as African
Americans. Therewould be morethan one
millionadditiona Hispanicsenrolledincollegeif
they were attending at the samerate asnon-
Hispanic Whites.
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Figure6

College Enrollment Rates of 18-24 Year-Oldsby

Race/Ethnicity, 1980-1997
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Hispanic-Serving Institutions

In 1993, thereauthorization of the Higher
Education Act defined Higpanic-Serving Percent Institutionsthat are HSIsand Percent of His-
Ingtitutions (HSIs) ascollegesand universities panicsAttending HSIs, Fall 1997

with at least 25 % Hispanic enrollment. Of this

number, at |east 50% arelow income. HSIs 19%

play amagjor rolein educating Hispanicsinthe
United States. HACU hasidentified 209
ingtitutionsinthe continental U.S. and Puerto
RicoasHSIs. Although these HSIsaccount for N = 648,000
just 5% of al ingtitutionsof higher education,
amost one-half (49%) of al Hispanic students

Figure7

attend them(see Figure?7).9 5%

‘ N =209 ‘ ‘
Asillustratedinfigure 8, dmost one-third Percent of Institutions that are ~ Percent of Hispanic Students
(31%) of the 648,000 Hispanic students attend HSls Attending HSls
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of Hispanicsenrolled at HSIs.2 Hispanic Student Enrollment at HSIsby Stateand
Puerto Rico, Fall 1997

Of the209 HSI's, 107 aretwo-year ingtitutions,
93 of which are public. Sixty-one of the 102 .

. LT . New Mexico
four-year HSlsareprivateingtitutions, whilethe 4.8%
other 41 arefour-year publicingitutions.3 Given Colorado
the projected demographi c changes, Hispanic
enrollment at these schoolswill continueto Texas €W York
grow. For many Hispanicsstudents, HSIsare 18.6% 5.5%
theonly redlistic postsecondary opportunity
because of their proximity to homeand linois

reasonable costs. 3.6% |
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Asthenumber of Hispanicsentering college 0.3%

increased from 1992t0 20000 didthenumber ~ Puerto Rico
of HSIs. Since 1992, there has been an almost 23.4% Arizona
100% increaseinthe number of ingtitutionsthat 2.7%
haveat least 25 percent Hispanic enrollment. In
1992, therewere 117 HSIs, now thereare
morethan 240, reflecting anincrease of 114

schoolsin 8 years(seeFigure 9).9
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Hispanic-Serving Institutions
(continued)

HACU a soincludes Associate Member
Ingtitutions (AMIs), whichenroll at least 1,000
Hispanic studentsor at |east 10% of the student
body isHispanic. Of the87 AMIs, 27 aretwo-
year ingtitutionsand 26 are public. Forty-five of
the 60 four-year ingtitutionsare public, andthe
remaining 15 areprivate.

Almost one-third, of the 168,000 Hispanic
studentsattend AMIsin Cdifornia
Approximately 21 % areenrolled at AMIsin
Texas, followed by Florida(13%), Arizona
(9%), New York (8%), lllinois (4%), and
Colorado and Wisconsin each with about 3% .
A rangeof 1.5%t00.3% can befoundin
Kansas, Massachusetts, Michigan, New
Jersey, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, and
Washington (see Figure 10).9

Summary Conclusions

. TheHispanic college-age population
continuesto increase. However, thegap
between the percentage of Hispanic college
enrollment and non-Hispanic WhiteenrolIment
continuestoincreaseaswell.

. About two-thirdsof al Hispanic
studentsattend an HSI or aHA CU-member
ingtitution, givingthemaleadroleinturningthe
gatisticsaround.

. Giventhe projected increase of
college-age Hispanics, the number of HSISis
expected to continueincreasingasHACU
strivesto champion Hispanicsin higher
education.

Figure9
Hispani c-Serving I ngtitution Growth from 1992 to 2000
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Figurel0

Hispanic Student Enrollment at AMIsby State, Fall
1997
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