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FY 2014 Appropriations Recommendation 

 
HACU requests a Veterans Affairs appropriation of $20 million for FY 2014 for a 

competitive grant program for Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs) to provide academic and 

support services to eligible Hispanic veterans enrolled in Hispanic-Serving Institutions to 

begin or complete their studies and to achieve a career. 

 

Hispanics have served in every war since World War I, many making the ultimate sacrifice to 

preserve peace and democracy for our nation and its allies. Significant numbers of Hispanics 

served in World Wars I and II, Korea in the 1950s, and Vietnam in the 1960s. 

 

To assist war veterans to pursue a higher education that allows them to integrate into a 

changing work force, Congress passed the GI Bill in 1944, the Montgomery Bill in 1948 and 

the Post-9/11 GI Bill as a part of the Montgomery Bill in 2008. Unfortunately none of the 

higher education support bills provide meaningful outreach provisions to assist the Office of 

Veterans Affairs with resources to reach out and identify Hispanic veterans and to encourage 

and support their access to higher education. 

 

Need:  

 

Most recently Hispanic men and woman have served in the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts. The 

American Council on Education reports that approximately 10 percent of all veterans 39 years 

of age or younger are of Hispanic heritage.  Many Hispanic veterans in this age grouping do not 

consider a postsecondary education due to economic constraints, family responsibilities, or lack 

of information about available federal resources. This grant program will equip Hispanic-

Serving Institutions (HSIs) with the necessary resources to make higher education an 

obtainable goal for Hispanic and other minority veterans.  

  

Program Focus:  

 

The competitive grants program will provide Minority-Serving Institutions with resources to 

identify and assist in reintegrating eligible veterans into higher education institutions to 

complete their education and training.  

  

Grant recipients will utilize verified delivery systems to address social and academic problems 

facing eligible veterans who may wish to pursue postsecondary education.  HSIs have the 

capacity and expertise to effectively utilize veteran-targeted education funding for outreach, 

counseling and educational activities for Hispanic veterans.  

 


