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Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510 oF coviroes o

UNIVERSITIES

Dear Majority Leader Schumer and Republican Leader McConnell:

On behalf of the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU), the undersigned Hispanic-Serving
Institution (HSI) presidents and chancellors urge the Senate to join the House of Representatives by swiftly passing the
Build Back Better (BBB) Act. The BBB Act would provide significant and much-needed funding to HSIs that have
experienced decades of neglect and inequitable federal funding.

Although HSIs account for 17% of U.S. colleges and universities, they educate more than two-thirds of the estimated 3.8
million Hispanic college students in the U.S. They also enroll 41.3% of Asian, 35.6% of Native Hawaiian and Pacific
Islander, 26.2% of multi-racial, 24.2% of Black students, and 15% of white students. HSIs also enroll 33% of Pell
recipients in the United States. HSIs are preparing America’s diverse workforce to keep our nation competitive and
prosperous.

In fact, HSIs increased from 293 in 2009 to 569 in 2019 educating 5.24 million underserved students. HSIs are
consistently asked to do more with less. The first Congressional HSI appropriation in Fiscal Year (FY) 1995 was a meager
$12 million for more than 125 HSIs. As the number of HSIs has climbed rapidly, federal funding has been paltry over the
years and amounted to a mere $314.8 million in FY21, including $221.6 in discretionary funds, compared to $1.01 billion
in discretionary funding for 101 HBCUs that enroll less than 300,000 students. Additionally, HBCUs were forgiven $1.3
billion in capital financing loans guaranteed by the federal government earlier this year, a program that HSIs lack. We
urge you to cure this appalling federal funding inequity of HSIs in the BBB Act.

In addition to the persistent federal underfunding, COVID-19 has exacerbated the financial needs of HSIs: delayed
deferred maintenance, access to broadband, classroom facilities enhancements, and much needed wrap-around student
services, particularly health services. As the pandemic lingers on, the funding needs of HSIs will persist and become more
critical. Federal investments are necessary if we want to strengthen our workforce by enhancing educational attainment.
The funds in the BBB Act are necessary investments that will greatly assist the students that our institutions educate and
serve.

Investing in HSIs is an investment in the success of the future workforce of the United States. Hispanics accounted for
more than 51% of all the U.S. population growth between 2010 and 2020, and the U.S. Census Bureau estimates that the
Hispanic population will grow by 93.5% from 2016 to 2060. HACU respectfully asks you to lead your colleagues in
Congress in strengthening HSTs as national priority. Your leadership and advocacy for HSIs would not only benefit
Hispanic students but all students attending HSIs. The insidious inequities in funding HSIs will, indeed, negatively impact
our country and its pressing needs for a diverse, skilled, and well-educated workforce.

Thank you in advance for your leadership and support of fair and equitable funding for the nation’s largest higher
education cohort of underserved students. HACU and our nation’s HSI leaders stand ready to work with you and serve as
a resource. Please do not hesitate to contact me at antonio.flores@hacu.net or at 210-576-3214.

onio R. Flores
CU President and CEQ

THE CHAMPIONS OF HISPANIC SUCCESS IN HIGHER EDUCATION
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cc: The Honorable Ben Ray Lujan, U.S. Senator
The Honorable Catherine Cortez Masto, U.S. Senator
The Honorable Bob Menendez, U.S. Senator
The Honorable Alex Padilla, U.S. Senator

Co-signed by the following HSI CEOs:

Arizona
President Rey Rivera
Estrella Mountain Community College

Interim President Amy Diaz
GateWay Community College

President Dennis J. Tyner
Ottawa University Arizona

President Robert C. Robbins
University of Arizona

California
Interim President Andrew Barton
Azusa Pacific University

President Soraya M. Coley
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona

President Lynnette Zelezny
California State University, Bakersfield

Interim President Richard Yao
California State University, Channel Islands

President Gayle Hutchinson
California State University, Chico

President Thomas Parham
California State University, Dominguez Hills

President Cathy Sandeen
California State University, East Bay

President Saul Jiménez-Sandoval
California State University, Fresno
President Eduardo M. Ochoa

California State University, Monterey Bay

President Tomas Morales
California State University, San Bernardino
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President Ellen Neufeldt
California State University, San Marcos

President Ellen Junn
California State University, Stanislaus

Superintendent and President Jill Stearns
Cuesta College

President Julianna Barnes
Cuyamaca College

Interim Superintendent and President Raul Rodriguez
Hartnell College

President Tom Jackson, Jr.
Humboldt State University

President Joy A. Fehr
La Sierra University

Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez
Los Angeles Community College

Interim President Luis Dorado
Los Angeles Harbor College

President Armida Ornelas
Los Angeles Mission College

President Robin L. Steinback
Moreno Valley College

President Ann McElaney-Johnson
Mount Saint Mary's University

President Randy C. Frisch
National University

President Monica Green
Norco College

President Jack Paduntin
Pacific Oaks College

President Gregory G. Anderson
Riverside City College

Chancellor Wolde-Ab Isaac
Riverside Community College District
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President Robert S. Nelsen
Sacramento State

Chancellor Diana Z. Rodriguez
San Bernardino Community College District

Interim President Scott W. Thayer
San Bernardino Valley College

Chancellor Carlos Osvaldo Turner Cortez
San Diego Community College District

President P. Wesley Lundburg
San Diego Miramar College

President Lynn Mahoney
San Francisco State University

President Rowena M. Tomaneng
San Jose City College

President Mary Papazian
San José State University

President Judy Sakaki
Sonoma State University

Chancellor Juan Sanchez Mufioz
University of California, Merced

President Devorah Licberman
University of La Verne

President David Steele-Figueredo
Woodbury University

Colorado
President Janine Davidson
Metropolitan State University of Denver

Connecticut
CEO G. Duncan Harris
Capital Community College

President John Clark
Western Connecticut State University

Illinois
President Glena Temple
Dominican University
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President Daniel Lopez
Harold Washington College

President Laurie M. Joyner
Saint Xavier University

Chancellor Michael Amiridis
University of Illinois Chicago

Kansas
President Harold E. Nolte
Dodge City Community College

Nevada
President Federico Zaragoza
College of Southern Nevada

New Jersey
President Eric M. Friedman
Bergen Community College

President Matthew Whelan
Caldwell University

President Christopher Capuano
Fairleigh Dickinson University

President Christopher Reber
Hudson County Community College

President Jonathan Koppell
Montclair State University

President Sue Henderson
New Jersey City University

Chancellor Nancy Cantor
Rutgers University-Newark

President Richard J. Helldobler
William Paterson University

New Mexico
President and CEO Charles Nwankwo
Clovis Community College

President Sam Minner
New Mexico Highlands University

President Stephen G. Wells
New Mexico Institute of Mining & Technology
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President Richard J. Bailey, Jr.
Northern New Mexico College

Chancellor Alice V. Letteney
University of New Mexico, Valencia Campus

President Quint Thurman
University of the Southwest

Chancellor Cynthia J. Rooney
University of New Mexico, Los Alamos

Chancellor Mary Gutierrez
University of New Mexico, Taos

New York
President Victor G. Alicea
Boricua College

President Anthony E. Munroe
Borough of Manhattan Community College, City University of New York

President Daisy Cocco De Filippis
Hostos Community College, City University of New York

Chancellor Felix V. Matos-Rodriguez
City University of New York System

President Susan R. Burn
College of Mount Saint Vincent

President Mary Eileen O'Brien
Dominican College

President Fernando Delgado
Lehman College

President Russ Hotzler
New York City College of Technology

President Christine Mangino
Queensborough Community College

President Ben Naylor
Rockland Community College

President Larry Johnson, Jr.
Stella & Charles Guttman Community College, City University of New York

President Sharon B. DeVivo
Vaughn College
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Puerto Rico
Chancellor Agnes Mojica
Inter American University of Puerto Rico, San German Campus

President Jorge Ivan Vélez-Arocho
Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico

Texas
President and CEO Justin Hoggard
Coastal Bend College

President and CEO Joe Fisher
Hallmark University

President Veronica R. Garcia
Northeast Lakeview College

President Ric N, Baser
Northwest Vista College

President Diane E. Melby
Our Lady of the Lake University

Chancellor Brenda Hellyer
San Jacinto College

President Ana Patterson
Southwestern Adventist University

President Montse Fuentes
St. Edward's University

President Pete P. Gallego
Sul Ross State University

President Richard Lange
Texas Tech University Health Science Center El Paso

President Sandra Woodley
The University of Texas Permian Basin

Interim President Richard Walker
University of Houston - Clear Lake

President Neal Smatresk
University of North Texas

President Thomas Evans
University of the Incarnate Word

Utah
President Brad Mortensen
Weber State University
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Virginia
President Irma Becerra
Marymount University

Wisconsin
President Andrea Lee
Alverno College

All Signatories Below Signed on Behalf of Institutions

California
Interim Assistant Vice Chancellor of Federal Relations George Conant
The California State University System

Director of Government Relations and Advocacy Annie Yea
California State University, Fullerton

Chief of Staff Nevon Watson
Long Beach City College

Director of Government and Community Relations Russell Castaneda Calleros
Rio Hondo College

Maryland
Associate Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs Elena Saenz
Montgomery College

New Mexico
Interim Chief Government Relations Officer Nathan Bush
University of New Mexico

Vice President of External Affairs Magdaleno Manzanarez
Western New Mexico University

Pennsylvania
Executive Dean Marilyn Marsh
Esperanza College of Eastern University

Puerto Rico
President David Mendez
Universidad Ana G Méndez Gurabo Campus

Texas
Chief of Staff Michael Johnson
The University of Houston

Vice President Jeff Jeter
The University of Texas at Arlington

Senior Vice President of Government Relations Veronica Gonzales
The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley



